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Power of images ñAll Roman emperors were 

aware of the power of 

images, and so made sure  to 

illustrate their policies and 

deeds through the media that 

were available to them, from 

monuments to coinsò.

Forum Romanum
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Caracalle Thermea, Rome 



The questions

1. Infrastructure: vision or CBA?

2. Getting the prices right?

3. Wishful thinking in transport policy?

4. Administration: power or arguments?

5. A changing world?

6. Lessons learned?

CE Delft, transport economy

Transport Ministry the Netherlands, evidence based policy

TNO, innovation in mobility and infrastructure
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Costs and benefits

Averages Cost overrun Traffic volume

Rail + 45% - 39%

Bridges and tunnels + 34%

Roads + 20% + 9%
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Bent Flyvbjerg, 2007

Based on 258 projects

ñOne only knows when it is economic to 

build new infrastructure, if one knows 

when NOT to build new infrastructureò

White board Dutch Transport Ministry



The image
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Marginal costs versus user charges
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CE, 2004



The arguments
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